
As a source of exchange, 

innovation and creativity, cultural 

diversity is as necessary for 

humankind as biodiversity is for 

nature. In this sense, it is the 

common heritage of humanity and common heritage of humanity and 

should be recognised and 

affirmed for the benefit of present 

and future generation



Emphasizing the vital role of cultural 

interaction and creativity, which nurture 

and renew cultural expressions and 

enhance the role played by those involved 

in the development of culture for the in the development of culture for the 

progress of society at large 



Being aware that cultural diversity is 

strengthened by the free flow of ideas, and 

that it is nurtured by constant exchanges 

and interaction between cultures



Taking into account the importance of the 

vitality of cultures, including for persons 

belonging to minorities and indigenous 

peoples, as manifested in their freedom to 

create, disseminate and distribute their create, disseminate and distribute their 

traditional cultural expressions and to have 

access thereto, so as to benefit them for 

their own development 



Recognizing that the diversity of cultural 

expressions, including traditional cultural 

expressions, is an important factor that 

allows individuals and peoples to express 

and to share with others their ideas and and to share with others their ideas and 

values 



Recalling that linguistic diversity is a 

fundamental element of cultural diversity, 

and reaffirming the fundamental role that 

education plays in the protection and 

promotion of cultural expressions promotion of cultural expressions 



Reaffirming that freedom of thought, 

expression and information, as well as 

diversity of the media, enable cultural 

expressions to flourish within societies 



Emphasizing the importance of culture for 

social cohesion in general, and in 

particular its potential for the enhancement 

of the status and role of women in society 



Taking into account that culture takes 

diverse forms across time and space and 

that this diversity is embodied in the 

uniqueness and plurality of the identities 

and cultural expressions of the peoples and cultural expressions of the peoples 

and societies making up humanity


